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are obsessed with what other
people read and think. In this case,
I'm talking about the critics and so-

called "literary" pundits of
mainstream comics. The same

mantra is repeated over and over:
"Oh, you're into comics? What are

you into? What's your favorite
book? Show me a great graphic

novel! Nothing comes close to Jiro
Taniguchi's masterpiece! This is
such an influential book! Warren
Ellis' comics are thoughtful and
intelligent and something far

beyond this simple comic." I didn't
want to say anything, because I

wasn't sure what I'd really want to
say, but then I made myself do it.
"Listen, you silly people," I said. "If
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all the comic and graphic novel
fans in the world were suddenly to

drop dead, it wouldn't have a
damned thing to do with their

reading habits. "You can say all
you want about how great these
comics are, but at the end of the

day, the most influential books are
the ones people actually read and
follow up on. And for most of you

guys out there, that's the stuff that
comes out of the Marvel and DC

universes." As I typed that, it
dawned on me that in all the time
I've worked in the comics field, I've
rarely known anyone who actually
got, say, a comic book, and had
really researched it to find out

what was going on and read it. It
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was more likely that they'd
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